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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Great Marlow Parish 
held at Bovingdon Green Village Hall on Thursday 17th 
May 2018 at 8.35 p.m. 

 
  Present:      Councillor   Mr K Muller (Chairman) 
                                                    “ Mr D Baker (following co-option) 
  “ Mr G. Fletcher 
  “ Mrs .J France 
                                                    “ Mr N Horslen (following co-option) 
  “ Mr M Pack 
                                                    “ Mrs L Parkins 
 
                                              Clerk           Mr J Holder   
                                              Councillor   
Mrs J Teesdale (BCC), Cllr M Harris WDC and 17     members of the public.  
 
 

APM. 1/18  APOLOGIES 
 

Apologies had been received from Cllr. Mr N Dunn. Cllr D. Barnes WDC had also given his 
apologies. 

 
APM. 2/18  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
The Chairman welcomed those attending, particularly Councillor Mrs. J. Teesdale BCC, Cllr M Harris 
WDC, and Sue Hynard from the office of Steve Baker MP. 
 
“For the third year in succession, it is my great privilege to present the GMPC Chairman’s Annual 
Report, highlighting the results of all the various efforts, expended throughout the last twelve months, by 
the current team of GMPC Councillors, on behalf of the residents and their neighbourhood communities 
across the entire Parish of Great Marlow. 
 
Geographically, the Parish stretches over a significant area, bordering Marlow Town on the West, North 
and North East. However, its variously located neighbourhoods are separated by swathes of lightly 
populated Green Belt and AONB designated land. Accordingly, the Parish does not have one single main 
centre and it is therefore a constant challenge to maintain a regular connect with all individual households 
and its surrounding communities. 
 
The GMPC website is managed by one particular Councillor. His dedicated focus, on a weekly basis, 
results in a dynamic website which is easily used and provides the reader with a wide range of up to date 
information, not only directly relating to GMPC activities, but also on issues relevant to some or all the 
neighbourhoods within the Wycombe District and sometimes across the whole of Bucks, together with 
pertinent communications coming from the four Buckinghamshire District Councils and Bucks County 
Council. Each month, we see an impressive number of recorded visits to the many various information 
pages on the website. Sadly, we do not receive a great deal of direct feedback from the website users. 
There are now four GMPC noticeboards in situ within the Parish. Outside Bovingdon Green Village Hall, 
on Bovingdon Green, outside Westside Fruiterers on Clay Lane and at the entrance to Harleyford Marina. 
Plans are developing to have additional noticeboards on Seymour Plain and in Munday Dean. 
 
Each year, the Parish Council reviews its list of representations by individual GMPC Councillors at 
meetings of outside bodies, relevant to the Parish. I summarise below the key examples. 
 
The quarterly meetings of the Bucks Parish and Town Councils Liaison meeting with Bucks CC and also 
the regular meetings of B&MKALC  (Bucks and Milton Keynes Association of Local Councils). 
 
The quarterly meeting of the South Bucks and Marlow Local Area Forum, where many issues of local 
major importance, such as roads maintenance, parking, community speed monitoring and enforcement, 
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local policing and the initiation of individual local projects, are discussed, with agreed future action items 
being recorded and, subsequently monitored, during and after implementation. 
 
Wycombe Air Park Joint Consultative Committee Meetings, primarily monitoring noise nuisance caused 
by the various users and their flight movements on the Booker Airfield site, but also on the future 
development plans within the site, following the new 50 years lease granted to the principle airfield 
management company. 
 
Meetings monitoring the future usage of the High Heavens Facility, particularly relating to the potential 
increases in daily traffic movements of very large road vehicles, involving waste transfer, initially into 
High Heavens from the South Bucks Districts and then from there to North Bucks for incineration. 
GMPC Councillors are currently probing the terms of the Bio Waste Transfer Station planning 
application, so as to ensure that local residents are not adversely affected. 
 
GMPC Councillors attend meetings of bodies, principally operating for and within the perimeters of 
Marlow Town. The Marlow Society and the Marlow Chamber of Trade are prime examples of GMPC 
attendance, ensuring the interests of Great Marlow Parish residents are as closely linked as possible with 
those of Marlow Town residents. 
 
It is with great delight that I can confirm that, this May, GMPC will have a full complement of eight 
Parish Councillors. Working in conjunction with our Clerk, Jonathan Holder, GMPC will endeavour to 
expand its activities across the Parish, in order to maintain and improve aspects of community life for all 
Parish households.                                                                                                                              
 
Two years ago, GMPC committed itself to take on the responsibility of maintaining selected public 
Rights of Way, namely bridle ways and footpaths, where the maximum speed limits are 30mph. This 
involved GMPC appointing a suitable contractor to carry out a schedule of cutting grass verges and 
flailing overhanging hedgerows throughout the year. Parish Councillors regularly walk these Rights of 
Way to monitor the progress of the maintenance work.  Nevertheless, we would encourage local walkers 
and horse riders to inform GMPC if any local path needs some overdue maintenance work. 
 
Around the area of Clay Lane, GMPC is responsible for a number of pavement streetlights. Recently, a 
programme of replacing the old lamps with modern LED lights has been implemented. We are expecting 
significant savings in monthly electric supply costs and potentially halving the cost of future lamp 
maintenance and replacement. 
 
There are plenty more activities that GMPC is involved with on a monthly basis. However, I will 
conclude by offering my sincere thanks to my fellow Parish Councillors for their commitment and 
dedication, totally on a voluntary basis, to serve all the residents of Great Marlow Parish.  I would also 
convey my thanks to Jonathan Holder, as part time Clerk to GMPC, for all of his contributions towards 
maintaining and improving services to Parish households and their neighbouring communities.” 
 

 
APM . 3/18  COMMENTS BY COUNCILLORS 
 

Cllr Harris WDC spoke of the pending change in local government. He favoured a two body 
rather than a unitary authority, noting the different demographics of the north and south of the county. He 
noted the prudent handling of finances by Wycombe District Council (WDC), drawing attention to 
returns on investment such as the rent from the Waitrose store near Handy Cross. Cllr Muller noted that 
both the Council as well as WDALC, comprising 36 local parish councils, which he chaired, were 
opposed to the unitary authority as the way forward. He believed it would be Aylesbury – centric. He 
thought however that Bucks County Council (BCC) had got its message out quicker and more effectively 
to central government. 

 
Cllr Mrs Teesdale noted that she was both a county and district councillor. She believed a unitary 

authority would be better. She did not accept that the unitary authority would simply be the County 
Council taking over and noted there would be a reduction from about 296 councillors presently to only 
90.Aylesbury was the centre of the county and it made sense that the authority should be based there. 
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APM. 4/18  COMMENTS BY PARISHIONERS 
 

Concern was expressed at the development of Hawkins Farm and the heavy traffic on Frieth 
Road but there was a sign on only one end stating unsuitable for HGV’s. Cllr Harris noted it was not easy 
to get new signs installed but requested the parishioner to email him with details. The danger to cyclists 
was also noted. The problem of fly tipping was raised.  Cllr Teesdale noted the actions being taken by 
BCC and also more generally spoke of litter picks being organised by some parish councils. A member of 
the Bovingdon Green Preservation Society also spoke of proposed funding requirements to benefit the 
Pond; Cllr Harris requested the parishioner to email him with details. 

 
The meeting closed at 9.20pm and was followed by nibbles, wine and conversation. 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairman 
 


